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IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend the specification paragraph on page 4, line 10- page 5, line 18 as 

follows: 

— With particular reference to Figure 1, and accompanying description found in commonly- 
owned, co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/38 4 ,691 filed Augu3t 27, 1999 and 
6.769,033 entitled "NETWORK PROCESSOR PROCESSING COMPLEX AND METHODS", 
the whole contents and disclosure of which is incorporated by reference as if fully set forth 
herein, the general flow of a packet or frame received at the NP device is as follows: frames 
received from an network connection, e.g., Ethernet MAC, are placed in internal data store 
buffers by an upside "enqueue" device (EDS-UP) where they are identified as either normal data 
frames or system control frames (Guided Frames). In the context of the invention, frames 
identified as normal data frames are enqueued to an Embedded Processor Complex (EPC) 
which comprises a plurality of picoprocessors, e.g., protocol processors. These picoprocessors 
execute logic (picocode) capable of looking at the received frame header and deciding what to 
do with the frame (forwardly, modify, filter, etc.). The EPC has access to several lookup tables, 
and classification hardware assists to allow the picoprocessors to keep up with the 
high-bandwidth requirements of the Network Processor. A classification hardware assist device 
in particular, is provided for classifying frames of well known frame formats. The Embedded 
Processing Complex (EPC) particularly provides and controls the programmability of the NP 
device and includes, among other components (such as memory, dispatcher, interfaces), N 
processing units, referred to as GxH, which concurrently execute picocode that is stored in a 
common instruction memory. It is understood, however, that the architecture and structure is 
completely scalable towards more GxHs with the only limitation being the amount of silicon 
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area provided in the chip. In operation, classification results from the classification hardware 
assist device are passed to the GxH, during frame dispatch. Each GxH preferably includes a 
Processing Unit core (CLP) which comprises, e.g., a 3-stage pipeline, general purpose registers 
and an ALU. Several GxHs in particular, are defined as General Data Handlers (GDH) each of 
which comprise a full CLP with the five coprocessors and are primarily used for forwarding 
frames. One GxH coprocessor, in particular, a Tree Search Engine Coprocessor (TSE) functions 
to access all tables, counters, and other data in a control memory that are needed by the picocode 
in performing tree searches used in forwarding data packets, thus freeing a protocol processor to 
continue execution. The TSE is particularly implemented for storing and retrieving information 
in various processing contexts, e.g., determining frame routing rules, lookup of frame 
forwarding information and, in some cases, frame alteration information.- 

Please amend the specification paragraph on page 5, lines 20- 27 as follows: 
—Traditional frame routing capability provided in network processor devices typically utilize a 
network routing table having entries which provide a single next hop for each table entry. 
Commonly-owned, co - pending United States Patent Application Serial No. 09/5 4 6,702 
6-72L800 entitled METHOD FOR PROVIDING EQUAL COST MULTIPATH 
FOR WARDING IN A NETWORK PROCESSOR SYSTEM USING WEIGHTED NEXT HOP 
OPTION IN ROUTING TABLE TO INCLUDE PROBABILITY OF ROUTING A PACKET 
FOR PROVIDING EQUAL COST MULTIPATH FORWARDING PACKETS, the whole 
content and disclosure of which is set forth herein, describes a system and method for providing 
the ability for a network processor to select from multiple next hop options for a single 
forwarding entry.— 
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